
Principal's Message

Dear Panther Families,
The Pasadena Elementary staff is ready and excited for the school
year. A special Panther welcome to our new students and their
families. Please join us for Sneak-a-Peek (August 24, drop in from
2:00 - 3:00pm) and Back to School (September 14, starts at
6:00pm) events. These events provide parents/guardians with an opportunity to meet the teacher,
learn about the curriculum, join the Parent Teacher Association, and receive resources to help
bolster your student’s skills for academic success.

In just a few weeks, the school staff will participate in professional development in preparation for
this year. We look forward to having our students return to the classroom, engage in new learning
activities, and utilize BrightSpace as an educational tool.

AACPS updates the website frequently, so please visit https://www.aacps.org. Click here for
school bus stop information. Our school website has been updated. We will communicate and
share the newsletter via email to support our Green School initiative. We invite you to follow us on
the school’s Instagram & Twitter: pes_aacps. Pasadena Elementary is closed for visitors.
Volunteers will be permitted when pre-arranged and approved through the Main Office.

Many thanks to our outgoing 2022-2023 PTA Board, committee chairs, and parent volunteers. We
appreciate the time and energy devoted to supporting our school community. Please visit the PTA
website and join. The PTA is looking for volunteers and your help is needed! If you are interested in
serving as a grade level parent liaison to assist with grade level events, please let your student's
homeroom teacher know.

We look forward to an exciting year filled with new experiences and opportunities. Thank you for
everything you do for your child/children and our school.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Quirino, Principal

https://www.aacps.org/fall2021
https://www.aacps.org/buses
https://www.aacps.org/Page/4823
https://sites.google.com/pespta.org/pespta-org
mailto:jquirino@aacps.org


Sneak-a-Peek
All students are invited to
sneak-a-peek in the classroom
on Thursday, August 24 from
2:00-3:00pm. This is a drop in
event. Parking is limited.

Back to School
Parents/Guardians are invited
to attend Back to School on
Thursday, September 14 at
6:00pm (no students please).
This event will focus on
curriculum and class activities.
Parking is limited.

AACPS Calendar
Click here to visit the AACPS
website for the 2023-2024
calendar.

Fundraisers
Be on the look out! Orders for
school spirit wear will be
accepted from September 5 -
19. Joe Corbi fundraiser orders
will be accepted September 11
- 19. Any spirit wear or Joe
Corbi proceeds will be applied
to student and staff incentives
or school activities.

Volunteers
Successful completion of a
background check is required
before any person has access
to volunteer with students, on
or off school property (i.e. field
trip). If you have not been
fingerprinted by AACPS, begin
the process by clicking here. A
commercial background check
is valid for up to two calendar
years.

Collection Programs
Clothing, footwear, textiles,
accessories & paper may be
donated. Please place items in
a bag before placing in the
collection bin in the school
parking lot. Paper can also be
recycled in the Paper Retriever
bin. The school is paid by the
pound and money is used for
student and staff incentives.

https://www.aacps.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=36335&dataid=94619&FileName=-2324adoptedcalendar.pdf
https://www.aacps.org/Page/1869


Bus Riders
Bus schedules can be found
here:
https://www.aacps.org/buses
when it is available.

ChromeBook
Dust off and charge your
Chromebook! Students in
grades PK-2 will borrow a
device when at school.
Students in grades 3 -5 should
bring the assigned
Chromebook (fully charged) to
school daily. New students will
receive a device at Orientation.

Job Openings
AACPS is hiring! If you are
looking for part-time or full-
time work, there may be an
opening for you! Take a look....

Car Riders

To help make dismissal run smoothly, Pasadena Elementary will provide each family with one
“name card” to place in the front windshield of your vehicle. Please click here to complete the
online form if your student will be a car rider on a regular basis. Please list each student and grade.
Thank you and we look forward to seeing you in “The Loop!” If the name card is not displayed,
identification will be required for pick-up, resulting in a delay. The following requests are for safety
reasons:

For students that will be transported to and from school in a car, we ask for the driver to
remain in the car at all times while in the car loop.
Please display the car rider tag while in line, until your student is brought to the car. This will
assist all staff in the car line, not just the staff member calling for your student.
Please supervise your student in your vehicle before the school bell rings and doors open at
7:40am. The playground, track, and field are closed before school.
If your student needs additional help that requires adult assistance to get in or out of your
vehicle (to get in or out of a car seat/seatbelt), please plan to park in the main entrance
parking lot, and escort your student to and from the side door. This will help to keep our very
busy car line moving and avoid traffic back-ups on the main road.
If arriving after 8:00am, please park in the main entrance parking lot and escort the student to
the main office. All students will need to be signed into school if arriving late.
If an early dismissal is needed, please arrive prior to 1:45pm to avoid an extended wait as staff
are preparing for regular dismissal at 2:25pm.

Car rider tags will be available for pick-up with the homeroom teacher at Sneak-a-Peek or Back to
School. If your family attended orientation and received a car rider tag, there is no need to submit
your information on this form. If you previously received a car rider tag, feel free to continue using.

https://www.aacps.org/buses
https://www.aacps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1180
https://secure.aacps.org/webapps/SEFP/en-US/OSS/device
https://www.aacps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1180
https://forms.gle/Rnz5Droyw56qqnWF6
https://forms.gle/Gq3QatjkBSmVRiEbA


PTA

Our PTA is active and always looking for new members and
volunteers. Please join and get involved to support PES.

To sign-up online, please click on Membership:
https://sites.google.com/pespta.org/pespta-org.

All families are invited to attend the upcoming PTA meetings.

Counselor's Corner
Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports
Pasadena a PBIS school. PBIS is a process of teaching appropriate behavior and providing
supports necessary to sustain that behavior. As part of PBIS we have identified 4 core values which
we expect students to demonstrate throughout all school settings.

Follow this matrix and show school values as Panthers CARE:

https://sites.google.com/pespta.org/pespta-org


Second Step

We want your child to be successful in school and that means supporting and encouraging their
whole development. Children also need skills to take on learning challenges, make good
decisions, manage strong emotions, and get along with others.
We will continue using the Second Step program designed to improve children's social- emotional
skills. Four units will cover the following:

Growth Mindset & Goal Setting: Children learn how to pay attention and manage distractions,
develop a growth mindset, and apply goal-setting strategies to their social and academic lives.
Emotion Management: Children learn how to identify and label emotions and use emotion-
management strategies to calm strong feelings.
Empathy & Kindness: Children learn how to recognize kindness and act kindly, have empathy
for others and take others' perspectives, and recognize kind acts and empathy as important in
building and maintaining relationships.
Problem-Solving: Children learn how to identify and state a problem, recognize if a problem is
an accident and use the STEP problem-solving process:

S: Say the problem
T: Think of solutions

E: Explore the outcomes
P: Pick a solution

Attendance
Attendance can be a huge barrier to school success. Starting as early as kindergarten, missing
10% of school (or just 2 days every month) can make it harder to learn to read and cause children
to fall behind in school. Anne Arundel County Public Schools considers any student who unlawfully
misses school for eight days in any quarter, fifteen days in any semester or twenty days in a
school year to be considered truant.

What can you do?
Communication with your child’s school is critical.
Make school attendance a priority.
Establish routines for bedtime, waking up, and showing up for class.
Identify a learning space for your child.
Have a back-up plan for when you cannot be there to help your child.
Avoid non-urgent medical appointments and vacations when school is in session.
Help your child stay healthy and engaged.
Sign up for Parent Connect to monitor attendance and progress.
Send a written excuse when your child is absent from school or submit an attendance note via
Parent Connect. To ensure the absence is appropriately coded, please do not email
attendance notes to classroom teachers.
Ask for help when you need it.
Please contact Mrs. Quirino at 410-222-6573 to discuss your student's attendance if
assistance is needed.



Meals

Food and Nutrition Services maintains a website for meal menus,
payment options, nutrition information, and wellness. In light of ongoing supply chain issues, some
menus may change due to product availability. We suggest all families complete the application
for Free/Reduced Meals as the income guidelines have changed. The following price structure has
been approved by the Board of Education:

Breakfast (full price – all schools)$1.50
Breakfast (reduced price – all schools) .00
Lunch (full price – elementary) 2.75
Lunch (full price – secondary)3.00
Lunch (reduced – all schools) .00
Milk $0.55

Meal Benefit Applications are available for SY 2023-2024! Log onto
www.aacps.org/mealapplication Why apply? It's About More Than Lunch. If you have any questions
regarding the school meals program, please email jrisse@aacps.org or call 410-222-5900.

Literacy News
Reading is such an important skill for our students. It can be hard to fit in reading for 20 minutes
each day. Remember that reading to your child or with your child counts as those 20 minutes!
Learn more about how to help your child with reading at home on the AACPS website -
https://www.aacps.org/Page/9349. There are videos on reading at home as well as suggested
book titles by grade. Happy Reading!

Cathryn Nash, Literacy Teacher
cnash@aacps.org

Media Center

Elementary students visit the Library Media Center at least once a week for instruction and book
check out. Aside from encouraging a love of reading, students will explore print and online
resources to find information and build research skills; and learn how to use and share information
effectively and responsibly. Students and families can access many library media resources online
at any time.

In fifth grade, students will have an opportunity to apply for the Wake Up, Pasadena morning
announcements anchor positions. Students pre-record announcements for use in all classrooms.

Julie Bradshaw, Media Specialist

http://www.aacps.org/mealapplication
https://www.aacps.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=27108&dataid=93120&FileName=It%20Is%20About%20More%20Than%20Lunch.pdf
mailto:jrisse@aacps.org
https://frapps.horizonsolana.com/welcome
https://www.aacps.org/Page/9349
mailto:cnash@aacps.org
mailto:jbradshaw@aacps.org


Art

I am looking forward to another great year at Pasadena! I will update our Artsonia website
throughout the year. If you are new to Pasadena Elementary, you will get more information about
your child's account in the upcoming months. It is a wonderful site that securely displays our
student's artwork each year and items can be purchased with their artwork printed on them. It's a
great way to share your child's artwork with friends and family members! The school earns 20%
back in profits to use towards school and art supplies. Check out our website:
https://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=75579.

Let me know if you have questions!
Karen O'Boyle, Art Teacher

Physical Education
Welcome to Physical Education! I am very excited to teach your child this year in P.E. class. We
will be learning a variety of ways to stay healthy and move our bodies, while having a lot of fun.
Please remind your child(ren) to wear sneakers on their P.E. days. Sneakers are required for
physical activities in the gym, on the field, or at the PES track. Each student should bring a water
bottle (with water only) to P.E. There is a refill fountain in the gym.

When possible, we will share a SHAPE (Society of Health and Physical Educators) calendar. If your
student and family complete the activities, please send pictures to the email address below so
that we can add to our school Twitter account or use with our Wellness School of Distinction
application. Click here to access the August SHAPE calendar.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Carrie Deaver, Physical Education Teacher

EEE Global Studies
Enhancing Elementary Excellence (EEE) is designed to spark creativity and teaches students to
approach problems with an open mind. Global Studies theme brings world issues to the
elementary school classroom giving students the opportunity to develop a stronger sense of
responsibility. In Global Studies the students will be spending the first few weeks developing
routines that focus on teamwork and collaboration skills. Students will also be working with the
stages of the Engineering Design Process to prepare for future project-based learning.

Looking forward to a great year,
Ryan Peters, EEE Global Studies Teacher

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.artsonia.com%2Fschools%2Fschool.asp%3Fid%3D75579&data=05%7C01%7CJQUIRINO%40AACPS.org%7C75270d02d5e9445f445208da719bcde7%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%7C0%7C0%7C637947211258135427%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nz%2BP%2F3nU0vwRzqAwEP%2FUHAPf%2BR0saT%2Fv0nc8NO3NjHA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:koboyle@aacps.org
https://www.shapeamerica.org/Common/Uploaded%20files/document_manager/calendar/2023/HPE-Calendar-August-2023-Elementary-English.pdf
mailto:cdeaver@aacps.org
mailto:rpeters@aacps.org


Music

Chorus: 4th and 5th Grade Students: This year you have the opportunity to be a part of the
Pasadena Elementary School Chorus. We will be having class in person again this year. Sign ups
will be available once school start.

Any questions? Please contact me.
Anna Gavrilov, Music Teacher
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Band/Strings Sign-up: The sign ups for Band, Strings, & Chorus will all be completed online.
Strings is open to all 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders. Band is open to all 4th and 5th grade students.
Schedule times and days will be shared once all interested students are enrolled.

Performances: At this time, we are planning on a December Winter Concert. The format of that
event will be determined by the school system and health metrics at that time. The intention is that
all of the music students WILL have an opportunity to share what they are learning in a positive
setting. Stay tuned for further updates!

Donations: Pasadena is always open to accepting gently used instruments if you have some at
home that will not be used again. A receipt with instrument value can be provided for tax purposes
if desired.

Jacob Allison, Orchestra & Band Teacher

Health Room Info

Welcome back! Nurse Beth Kirchner can be reached at Nurse2182@aacps.org. Our Nurse is
assisted by Health Assistant Alyssa "Allie" Everly. Medication forms and health orders should be
submitted directly to Health Room staff. Please do not send medication or medicated
lozenges/chapstick with your student.

As you get your students ready to come back for another great year, consider taking a moment to
visit this website from NIH.gov that talks about healthy tips for returning to school:

School Pictures & Yearbooks

Capture your pictures this year and share with us! Tag @PES_AACPS on Twitter, or send your
pictures to PES-Yearbook@aacps.org with your student's first and last name in the subject. PES is
expecting to offer individual fall and spring pictures as well as a class group picture or composite
with Classic Photography. Families will have an opportunity to purchase fall and spring individual
student pictures, class pictures, and yearbooks. Yearbook and sentiments for the yearbooks will
go on sale in winter.

At the start of the year, please send 'First Day' pictures!

mailto:agavrilov@aacps.org
mailto:jcallison@aacps.org
mailto:Nurse2182@aacps.org
http://nih.gov/
https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/educational/wecan/downloads/tip-back-to-school.pdf
mailto:PES-yearbook@aacps.org


Technology Assistance?

Resources for Instructional Tech Support are available. If additional assistance is required, please
call the Help Desk at 410-222-5135.

Video Camera System
Pasadena Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system. It covers selected interior
and exterior public portions of the building and grounds. It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is
monitored during emergency situations. During certain events, when the safety or security of
students may be in question, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire
emergency units may be given access to view images projected on the camera system. If you have
any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-222-
5083.

https://www.aacps.org/Page/2225


Pasadena Elementary

Email: jquirino@aacps.org
Website: https://www.aacps.org/Page/4823
Location: 401 E Pasadena Road 21122
Phone: 410-222-6573
Instagram: pes_aacps and Twitter: @PES_AACPS

NON-DISCRIMINATION NOTICE

AACPS prohibits discrimination in its educational programs, and in employment, on the basis of
actual or perceived race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, sexual orientation,
genetic information, gender identity, or disability. Read more about our non-discrimination policy
here.

Pasadena Elementary School

mailto:jquirino@aacps.org
https://www.aacps.org/Page/4823
tel:410-222-6573
https://www.twitter.com/@PES_AACPS
http://www.aacps.org/nondiscrimination

